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December 23, 2021 

STATEMENT 

 
His Excellency, the President, Dr. Julius Maada Bio 

Honourable Members of the Cabinet 

The Speaker and Members of the Parliament 

The Resident Chief (East) and Honourable Paramount Chiefs 

The Religious community 

Members of the Diplomatic Corp 

The Donors 

Invited Guests 

The Press 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

All protocols observed 



 
2 

Good morning. 

Permit me to use this medium to convey my sincere thanks and appreciation 

to His Excellency the President, Dr. Julius Maada Bio, the Government, and 

people of Sierra Leone for their immense cooperation and contribution to the 

successful implementation of the CLSG interconnection Project.  

It is also my pleasure to humbly extend my sincere thanks to the Presidents 

of Cote d’Ivoire, Liberia and Guinea for their continuous support and 

contribution to toward the successful implementation of the CLSG 

interconnection project.  

 

I would also like to thank our donor partners, the World Bank, African 

Development Bank (AfDB), European Investment Bank (EIB) and the KFW, 

for the significant role in mobilizing the required financial and technical 

resources to make the CLSG Project a viable undertaking that would improve 

access to reliable and affordable electricity and accelerate economic 

development in the four countries.  
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Your Excellency, our being here today is a testament of the cooperation and 

cordial relationship that has existed for many years among the four countries 

and the ECOWAS Region. 

 

Today as all of us wished, the almighty Allah heard it, here we are for the 

launch of the first rays of light from this long-awaited interconnection line 

for our populations in the CLSG countries. 

As Your Excellency may be aware,  in 1999 the West African Power Pool 

(WAPP) was created and an Energy Master Plan was adopted with a view to 

provide electrical energy at competitive and affordable costs in the ECOWAS 

region to ensure social and economic development. As Specialised Institution 

of ECOWAS for the energy sector, the WAPP was tasked to implement a 

master plan.  

Within this Master Plan, WAPP envisioned to accelerate several regional 

interconnection line projects including a transmission line to interconnect 

Côte d’Ivoire, Liberia, Sierra Leone and Guinea (CLSG). The CLSG Project is 

a multinational investment operation which is financed by four donors 

namely, the World Bank, the African Development Bank (AfDB), the 
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European Investment Bank (EIB), and the KfW. The four beneficiary 

countries have also provided counterpart funding for the implementation of 

the Environmental Social Management Plan (ESMP), Resettlement Action 

Plans (RAP), and Interest Accrued during Construction (IDC) and further 

provided customs duty and tax exemptions.  

 

Your Excellency, in 2012, a Treaty was signed by the Heads of State of the 

CLSG countries to establish a Special Purpose Company called ‘TRANSCO 

CLSG’ which stands for Transmission Company Côte d’Ivoire, Liberia, Sierra 

Leone and Guinea with the objective to finance, construct, operate, maintain, 

own and develop the Interconnection Line among the Member States. 

For the specific case of SIERRA LEONE, the project involves the construction 

of approximately 530km, 225 kV power line through seven districts (Pujehun, 

Kenema, Kono, Tonkolili, Koinadugu, Bombali, Kambia and Karene). 

 

Your Excellency, Sir, I feel humbled to inform you that through our shared 

resolved and cooperation amidst the global pandemic and challenges, we 
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have completed three of the five substations in Sierra Leone, all of which are 

in readiness for energization. The remaining two sub stations at Yiben and 

Kamakwie will be completed by June 2022. Additionally, your Excellency, we 

have constructed and stringed about 450 km of the Transmission line within 

Sierra Leone from Pujehun to Karene; while arrangements are being made 

to also energize the section from Bikongor soon. 

 

Today, by switching on this light, your Excellency, you are offering the people 

of Sierra Leone hope for a better life, improved health, and education, 

alleviating poverty, and fostering sustainable socio-economic development.  

Sierra Leone is the first country to sign both the Power Purchase Agreement 

(PPA) and the Transmission Service Agreement (TSA) and start trade on the 

line in earnest. This is a clear manifestation of your leadership role played in 

ensuring that this transformative CLSG project is achieved for the betterment 

of all. 

Both Sierra Leone and Guinea have manifested their unwavering readiness 

to provide unimpeded electricity access to their respective populations. We 

were in Guinea during the week to sign the TSA. 
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Your Excellency, thank you very much for your country’s support and let me 

say that I’m grateful for the personal and cordial interactions I have had with 

the members of your cabinet, particularly the Ministers of Energy and 

Finance. The Minister of Energy has been very supportive in our journey to 

seeing the CLSG project become a reality. Mr. Minister, you were always 

available to address our many critical challenges. I say, a big thank you to 

you and your abled team at the Ministry of Energy.  

We are grateful to His Excellency the Vice President whom you sent over to 

Cote d’Ivoire as your special envoy to meet and engage with your 

counterpart, HE President Alassane Ouattara and pushed the CLSG project 

implementation. Thank you, sir, for such a visionary sight, we are reaping 

the fruits of that journey today. 

 

Your Excellency, please be informed that we have contracted the services of 

Cote d’Ivoire Electricity (CIE) to operate the line in the interim whilst the 

process of  recruiting a permanent O&M is underway. CIE has the experience 

and capability to manage the line and they have deployed their experts and 

mobilised the tools and equipment to efficiently operate the line. 
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Your Excellency, my statement will be incomplete if I failed to mention the 

laudable efforts or support provided by other  Ministers and government 

officials of the Ministries of Finance, Energy, Foreign Affairs, Agriculture, 

Lands, labour, the residence Ministers of East and North and the EPA; The 

Paramount Chiefs, chiefs, tribal elders in our areas of operations, the Project 

Affected persons, contractors and subcontractors as well as our Country 

team in Sierra Leone. 

 

Finally, I would like to extend my profound thanks and appreciation to my 

invaluable team for their hard work, resilience, commitment, and passion 

that have made us reached to where we are today.  

May God bless TRANSCO CLSG, may God bless the Government and People 

of Sierra Leone. 

Merry Christmas and a happy new Year to ALL. 

THANK YOU! 


