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▪ Her Excellency, Madam Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, President of the Republic of 

Liberia and Chairperson of the Authority of Heads of State of ECOWAS;  

▪ His Excellency, Alassane Ouattara, President of the Republic of Cote d’Ivoire 

▪ His Excellency, Ernest Bai Koromo, President of the Republic of Sierra Leone 

▪ His Excellency, Professor Alpha Conde, President of the Republic of Guinea 

▪ His Excellency Marcel De Suza, President of ECOWAS Commission 

▪ Honorable Ministers in charge of Energy for CLSG 

▪ The Commissioner for Energy of ECOWAS 

▪ The Secretary General of WAPP 

▪ The Chairperson of Transco CLSG and members of board of Directors  

▪ Officials of the respective governments of the Mino River Union (MRU) 

▪ Representatives of the CLSG project co-financiers 

▪ Mrs Isabelle van Grunderbeeck, Head of the EIB Regional Representation for 

Western Africa 

▪ Members of the Press  

Distinguished Ladies & Gentlemen 

▪ All protocols observed 

Today is a historic day. The Cote D’Ivoire, Liberia, Sierra Leone and Guinée 

interconnection electric project of 1,303 km with its 11 HV Substations is the 

biggest construction project of our time in the MRU. We are seeing it happen 

beginning in Man, Cote d’ Ivoire through Liberia and Sierra into Guinea. This did 

not happen by itself. It is the result of collective hard work, courage and 

commitment. We are delighted, thankful and honored to be guaranteed of your 

presence here to participate and share this moment of history together.   



We are honored to have your Excellencies gracing this ceremony. You are the 

minds and the forces behind this remarkable project that is set to bring benefits 

and opportunity to millions of our people in the sub region, particularly in the MRU 

countries. We would like to thank you, our development partners, steering 

committee members, our Board of Directors and all other stakeholders in the 

CLSG countries for your continued support and leadership in advancing this vision.  

Five years ago, in February 2012, the Summit of ECOWAS Heads of States and 

Government approved the ECOWAS Master Plan for the Generation and 

Transmission of Electric Power which identified the CLSG Project as one of the 

priority projects of the West African Power Pool. The objective of the WAPP was 

to establish a regional electricity market through the development and 

implementation of key infrastructure so that all ECOWAS member states are given 

access to needed energy resources.  

To this end, your Excellencies signed without hesitation an International Treaty 

which was ratified by the Parliaments of our four countries, thereby establishing 

TRANSCO CLSG, a Regional Transmission Company with the mandate to finance, 

construct, own, operate and further develop the CLSG transmission 

interconnection line. 

 

Your Excellencies, we are excited, because today marks officially the ground 

breaking for the CLSG project. But also, because it marks the simultaneous 

commencement of construction activities of the transmission lines and sub stations 

across the four countries, which will serve as a springboard for future cooperation 

within ECOWAS and beyond. 

 

Your Excellencies, despite the many challenges we have faced including the impact 

of the Ebola outbreak and procurement difficulties, we can proudly say that the 

CLSG interconnection project has reached a point of no return.  

 

With the commissioning of 1,303 km of transmission lines and twelve substations 

end of 2018 if not early 2019, the CLSG project will fuel economic growth 

throughout the region. For many, this will be the first chance at not only stable and 

affordable power supply but any access to power at all.  



 

At this juncture, allow me to inform you that with your unwavering support this 

project is organized and implemented in a bottom up participatory and sustainable 

manner within the four participating countries. In fact, while the Headquarters of 

TRANSCO CLSG is established in Cote d’Ivoire, a country offices are established 

and made fully operational in the other three countries. As at today’s date, most of 

the contracts have been signed and contractors are mobilizing to start construction 

simultaneously within the four countries.  

 

Finally, as many citizens including local leaders, small business owners and 

households are patiently waiting the realization of this project, we are confident 

and poised to deliver on this mandate and we remain resolute in building on our 

achievements by accelerating the project implementation with a shared passion and 

commitment. 

 

Your Excellencies, we are excited, and are grateful to you again for your unwavering 

support and commitment to this significant endeavor, which is jointly funded with 

the resources of the African Development Bank, the World Bank, European 

Investment Bank (EIB) and the German Development Bank (KfW), as well as the 

governments of Côte d'Ivoire, Liberia, Sierra Leone and Guinea.  

 

There is no doubt, as I have highlighted, that increased electricity cooperation and 

trade between countries can enhance energy security and affordability; facilitate 

financing and bring economies-of-scale in investments.  We will also continue 

showing to the world that our region is open for business, that our region can 

undertake significant, logistically difficult, cross-country investments.  That multi-

million dollar projects can be successfully brought to realization in this region.  The 

CLSG project marks a turning point, for the millions who will get power, for the 

millions who will see a new hope for the region and so I am pleased to welcome 

you all to this groundbreaking ceremony. 

 

I thank you! 


